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z= VISITS TO DR. ELLIOTSON’s.* 







One day lately, while residing a short time 
in London, I dined at the house of a gentleman 
Pyeihe neighbourhood of Portman square, where 
| ned to meet and form the acquaintance 
| ofthe celebrated Dr. Elliotson. I had heard of 
- »this gentleman only by vague report, and knew 
Tittle further regarding him than that he had 
~ heen zealous in the pursuit and practice of ani- 
"mal magnestism, for which he had incurred not 
‘a little obloquy and professional animosity. 
| Much as this subject has recently been dis- 
. ussed, I had never paid any attention to it, 
“and probably never should, but for the accident 
_ of meeting this eminent magnetist, and being 
dually drawn into conversation with him. 
The good humour of the professor, the vivacity 
of his manner, and the truthful force of his ob- 
servations when they bore upon philosophical 
_ subjects, gave me reason to imagine that deceit 
formed no part of his character; but at the 
same time I put myself on my guard, and was 
resolved to be carried away by “no sort of 
nonsense.” On my bringing the conversation 
round to the subject with which his name was 
so intimately connected, I found that he had 
formed no distinct code of laws or precise theory 
regarding mesmerism, as he called it. He said 
' that the experiments he had been able to make 
were, in his opinion, highly interesting, as de- 
veloping physical and mental phenomena of no 
ordinary kind; that he felt assured there exist- 
ed in nature an unseen agent or agency, an in- 
fluence, or whatever it might be called, which 
flowed from one living animal to another like a 
stream of electricity, although at the time the 
‘animals were not in contact with each other; 
and that in highly irritable conditions of the 
bodily frame, that agency produced certain phe- 
fomena of a most remarkable kind; that he did 
_ Not pretend to account for or to understand the 
“f nature of the agency ; all he insisted upon was, 
that such an agency existed, that it could be 
excited into activity, and was therefore, as a 
truth in nature, worthy of being examined, and 
to have its phenomena duly recorded. “I do 
not wish to lead you one way or another,” he 
continued ; “but if you feel any inclination to 
pursue the enquiry, call at my house, and | will 
perform some experiments in your presence on 

two patients, and you can think for yourself.” 
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_ * It may be proper to state that the writer of the above 
Paper, and witness of the transactions described in it, is 
one of the conductors of the Edinburgh Journal. 
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These explanations were so candid and fair, 
that I at once agreed to go and see the experi- 
ments. Tuesday next at four o’clock was ap- 
pointed for my visit, and at that time I proceed- 
ed to the doctor’s house, an elegant mansion in 
Conduit street, taking with me two gentlemen 
of my acquaintance, one of them a medical man, 
who had never seen any experiments in mes- 
merism, and who I hoped would have all his 
eyes about him to make sure that there was no 
trickery or collusion. 

We were shown into a splendid suite of rooms, 
and the doctor, his assistant, and his two pa- 
tients, immediately made their appearance. The 
two patients, as he mentioned to me, were sis- 
ters, Elizabeth and Jane Okey, the former 
eighteen, and the latter sixteen years of age. 
In appearance, however, they were much 
younger, being small in figure; and I soon per- 
ceived that their behaviour was marked by an 
extreme silliness or infantile imbecility. ‘They 
laughed, giggled, spoke broken nonsensical lan- 
guage, and ran about the room like two children 
at play. They could, however, understand what 
was said to them, and do as they were bidden, 
their imbecility not being that of absolute idiots. 
The doctor explained to us that they had at one 
time been afflicted with epileptic fits, for which 
they had been placed under medical treatment 
in one of the London hospitals; that he had 
cured them of that malady by mesmerism, but 
that they were left in the infantile condition in 
which we now saw them; that this condition 
was a mode of existence quite peculiar; they 
had no recollection of any thing, not even of 
who they were; and they had every thing to 
learn afresh. He also mentioned that their sus- 
ceptibility of mesmeric treatment was now ex- 
cessive; that a single wave of the hand could 
stupify them, or-send them to sleep; and that 
they were further susceptible of being thrown 
into a state of perfect somnambulism, or waking 
sleep, in which they were in a condition of ex- 
istence different from the preceding. If I un- 
derstood him rightly, they are susceptible of 
three conditions: first, the condition of silliness 
in which I saw them; second, the condition of 
somnambulism; and, third, that of rationality, 
in which all their old recollections revive, and 
they remember nothing of what has passed while 
in their other conditions. To these suscepti- 
bilities, however, there are occasional and very 
remarkable exceptions, and at all times their 
respective states of excitability are different. 
Both are sometimes so slightly irritable—or the 
force of the agency is so ineffective—that they 
cannot be operated upon in the usual manner; 





but a mode has been discovered of rendering them 


excitable. This is done by the touch of gold 
or silver, the contact being made on the palm 
of the hand. 

The first experiment performed was some- 
thing really startling. I had asked for a glass 
of water, which the doctor ordered Jane to bring 
into the room. She had just set down the water 
bottle and glass on a side-table, when Dr. Elliot- 
son, at the distance of about twenty feet, and 
unseen by her, by a wave of his open hand trans- 
fixed her in the attitude in which she happened 
to be at the moment. She seemed frozen to the 
spot, and thus stood for a minute or two, with 
the rigidity of a statue. In half a minute she 
recovered with a sort of shudder, and came run- | 
ning back, whining as if affronted, and sat down 
onachair. The series of experiments perform- 
ed on her while she was looking at us, was 
equally striking, though some of them might 
certainly have been the result of previous re- 
hearsal. A wave of a single finger, of two fin- 
gers, and of the whole hand, had each a pecu- 
liar effect in setting her asleep. The whole 
hand being passed through the air in front of 
her, made her, as I have said, stiff and motion- 
less; her hands were clenched so firmly, that I 
could not with alk my strength open them. From 
this rigid state, and with her eyes shut, she was 
recovered by the doctor holding the point of his 
hands (the two palms pressed together); directed 
to her hand, a process which seemed; tp, relax 
the muscles, as if something had; passed: ont of 
his into her hands, though at the.distance. of one 
or two inches. A little breath blown by the 
mouth also appeared to transfix her, and the 
same thing seemingly recovered her, the breath 
simply causing an alteration ef condition in 
either way. 

The touch of gold, silver, or nickel, or fric- 
tion with any object, produces a similar effect 
in setting her asleep. Gold, if held previously 
in the hand of the operator, has a particularly 
powerful effect; and a streak of water with a 
small brush, if the water has been previously 
blown upon, and had the fingers of a person in it, 
has the most powerful effect of all; so much so 
as to be in some measure dangerous to the pa- 
tient. The touch of, or friction with, iron, 
always loosens the rigidity, and awakens the 
patient. 

One experiment appears to me worthy of par- 
ticular description. The assistant procured a 
thick pasteboard, which he held to the neck, 
and round the face of the girl, so that she could 
not see any thing before her. We sat down in 
front of her. The doctor rubbed the palm of 
one of ‘her hands with a piece of lead the size 
ofa pencil. He repeated the experiment several 








= 


The Pournal of Belles Dettres. 








= 





times, but no effect was visible. At length he 
rubbed the lead on a sovereign which he held 
in his hand, and then applied the lead to the 
girl’s palm; instantly the hand was clenched 
into rigidity. ‘The doctor now took me to the 
door, and said, “Tell me how many times I 
shall repeat the rubbing with the lead alone, 
and at what time I shall touch the gold.” I 
answered, “Touch the gold in your hand at 
the fifth time.” We returned to our seats, and 
the experiment being repeated, he rubbed four 
times without effect; when, at the fifth time, 
having, as I perceived, touched the lead with 
the gold, her hand became clenched like a vice. 
While these experiments were performing, her 
face was so enveloped with the pasteboard, that 
she saw nothing of the operations; neither, I 
feel assured, could she hear any sound from the 
rubbing of the lead on the gold; if the operator 
or his assistant made any secret signal to cause 
her to clench her hand, nothing of the kind was 
apparent. 

These, and most of the other experiments, 

were performed on Jane, the younger sister. 
Elizabeth, the elder of the two, a beautiful girl, 
of a dark complexion, with finely moulded fea- 
tures, and who had been amusing herself mean- 
while in running over the keys of a piano, was 
now experimented upon. She possesses a de- 
gree of mesmeric susceptibility which permits 
the performance of an experiment very elegant 
in its nature. By certain passes of the hands, 
and other means, she was thrown by Dr. Elliot- 
son into the somnambulic condition. In this 
she stood fixed in the most graceful attitude for 
several minutes, her eyes open, but looking 
vaguely forward, while an innocent smile play- 
ed upon her countenance. The doctor spoke 
softly to her as she thus stood gazing in a sta- 
tue-like attitude (harsh speaking being, as he 
said, hurtful and displeasing to her while in the 
somnambulic state); he asked how long she 
would remain in the way she was, and she re- 
plied, “ten minutes.” At about the eleventh 
minute, as I reckoned by my watch, she passed 
out of the somnambulic condition, by falling 
back in a kind of swoon or sleep, and was im- 
mediately recovered by being blown upon by 
the breath; she awoke to her condition of in- 
fantile playfulness. While this experiment was 
performed on Elizabeth, my companions were 
chatting with Jane, and, as I afterwards learned, 
experimenting upon her. My medical friend, 
by a pass of his hand when her back was turned 
towards him, threw her at once into a sleep, 
and she would have dropped but for the timely 
support which was given. ‘This extraordinary 
susceptibility, and to all appearance the entire 
absence of deception, astonished my friends not 
a little. 

The experiments were altogether so curious, 
and so unexplainable by any known laws, that 
I felt my mind bewildered. I told Dr. Elliot- 
son that I had now seen what seemed very ex- 
traordinary, and almost magical; still that I 
was not convinced, and should like to see some- 
thing more ; however, that could. scarcely be, 
as I intended to leave London next day. Dr. 
Elliotson now mentioned that he was to have a 
public exhibition next day at three o’clock, and 
that he should be glad if I would remain in 
town one day longer, and make one of the com- 
pany. I agreed to this polite proposal, and re- 
turned next day accordingly. 

I found on this occasion trom thirty to forty 
ladies and gentlemen in the room, along with 


Dr. Elliotson, his assistant, and the two pa- 
tients, as before. The company being all met, 
a series of experiments commenced, similar to 
those which I had already witnessed, with a few 
others that I had not seen. Noi to be tiresome, 
I shall briefly describe those that were new to 
me. Jane was placed in a chair, beside which 
stood on the ground three iron weights tied to- 
gether, making eighty-six pounds, which she 
was told to lift by the ring of the principal 
weight. At first she could not perform this 
feat; but, her hand being placed on the ring, 
Dr. Elliotson drew his hands upwards several 
times, as if drawing something out of her hand, 
and, after a certain number of these upward 
passes, her hand actually iifted the eighty-six 
pounds off the floor, and swung the weights 
round. Being relieved, she rose up, and I, 
among others, advanced to try our powers of 
lifting ; but not one of those who attempted it 
could raise the weights in the sitting position. 
Several gentlemen lifted. them standing. The 
circumstance of a feeble girl of sixteen, with 
one hand, lifting or swaying off the ground a 
weight of eighty-six pounds, and at the same 
time sitting in the worst possible attitude for 
performing such a feat, is of itself a most ex- 
traordinary fact, and the cause of it altogether 
baffles my comprehension. 
The next thing done was the recovering of 
the same girl, Jane, from her condition of im- 
becility to that of sound reason. This was a 
disagreeable experiment. The doctor closely 
pressed her face with his hands, while his as- 
sistant similarly pressed the back of her head. 
The mode of applying the hands was peculiar. 
They were placed across the face and across 
the back of the head. We were told that if 
they were placed up and down the face and 
head, the desired effect could not be produced. 
The point of the patient’s nose was only visible, 
and left at liberty for breathing. A wave of 
the hand downwards first sent her to sleep, and 
the process of pressure, as I have described it, 
proceeded. Once or twice she seemed to be 
recovering, but by an instantaneous application 
of the hand longitudinally, the sleep was con- 
tinued, it being important that she should not 
recover too soon, for then her irrational condi- 
tion would not be dissipated. After some mi- 
nutes were spent in this manner, the doctor said 
he believed she would now certainly recover to 
consciousness. She heaved sundry deep sighs, 
the operators took off their hands, and she 
awoke to all appearance a new creature. She 
seemed astonished to see such a crowd of per- 
sons, stood up and courtesied to the ladies, and 
spoke with modest diffidence on being addressed. 
She had no remembrance of any thing that had 
taken place while in her former condition; she 
did not know who I was, although she had 
known and named me previously, from having 
seen me the day before; she knew her sister, 
however, from early recollections in her rational 
condition, but her sister did not know her. After 
a little time, she was allowed to go out of the 
apartment. At a subsequent part of the pro- 
ceedings, she was recalled, and, by a pressure of 
the doctor’s thumbs on her palms, sent back 
into her infantile condition, when she imme- 
diately began to.speak and act nonsense. 
The reader will here naturally ask a question 
which occurred to my own mind, and which I 
put to Dr. Elliotson—if the patient can thus be 
restored fo reason at the will of the operator, 
why not allow her to remain in that condition, 





and so restore her to society? The es. 
answer, explained, that the infantile eons 








































































would seem to be a state of mind most. 
for the progressive strengthening of the » 
cal frame, and so permitting a cure ¢ 
nervous irritability which in the first ina, 
produced epileptic fits—that while in 
fantile condition she was gaining health ; 
strength—that, in point of fact, both gi 
greatly improved in intelligence since ¢ 
came into his charge—and that ultima 
nervous irritability would possibly be so 
allayed, that a final and complete restoration 
reason my be ventured on with safety, Th 
as far as I can recollect, was the subs 
Dr. Elliotson’s explanations, and I gathe 
meaning so far as to comprehend that-it 
reality an act of humanity to allow the two 
to remain in the mean time in the half-idiot es 
dition in which I saw them. I further learm 
that the doctor had cured other patients of epi 
lepsy by mesmeric treatment, and that all per 
sons were less or more liable to be acted yng, 
though in many cases a month’s treatment (thy 
is, waving the hand towards them for a few mm 
nutes once a day for a month) would be requig 
before they could be rendered so susceptibles 
to be thrown into the magnetic sleep. 
Dr. Elliotson now proceeded to show ar 
experiment, that of drawing the girl, Elizabeth 
after him by the action of his hands, althe 
at a considerable distance from her. Hay 
placed her in an easy chair, and set her to sleg 
he retreated slowly from her backwards; 
eyes looking steadily at her, and his hands he 
together and pointed towards her. As her 
treated, he repeatedly drew in his hands toward 
him, as if drawing something in the air alon 
with him. He thus retreated the breadth 
the room and across a lobby into another apar 
ment, a distance of perhaps fifty or sixty feet 
As he retreated, the girl at intervals appean 
convulsed, and endeavoured to raise herself, @ 
to bend forward, as if desirous of following th 
operator, but always fell back into her position 
of repose. The experiment being performed, 
the girl was recovered. am 
This experiment did not make a deep im 
pression on the company, for the phenomena 
exhibited could be too easily accounted for by 
supposing that the girl simulated. The ne 
which was the touching the palms of Elizabet 
with unaurified and afterwards with aurifi 
lead, was more striking and unaccountabl 
Determined to prevent collision betwixt the 
operator and patient, if such existed, I solicilé 
the office of performer, and the doctor bel 
quite willing, I forthwith began. All was ¢ 
pectation. Fancy the girl reclining in ane 
chair, with a thick pasteboard held sloping 
wards close round her neck, so that she col 
see nothing but the roof; I sitting in a chair 
front of her; the crowd of spectators behil 
me on seats; and the doctor, by my requ 
placed out of sight near the door. In the ng 
hand I held the stalk of lead, in the othe 
sovereign. I told the girl to open her ha 
and I then rubbed it with the lead—perk 
twenty or thirty rubbings on the paim. Lia 
her to close her hand; she did so. I told i 
again to open her hand ; and she did so. I th 
rubbed her palm thrice, and at each time caus 
her to close and then open her hand. It wi 
evident to all that the lead had no effect. Lno 
rubbed the lead on the sovereign, and 
her palm as before. I then asked her to: 
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a he did so. Now came the try- 
and, and 5 asked her to open her hand, 
‘nae sould not; it was stiff and clenched. A 
‘of surprise burst from all around. It 
Sad ad if the contact of the gold with the 
"had caused this remarkable phenomenon ; 
iy was equally apparent that there was no 
I feel satisfied that the girl did not 
“shat Iwas doing. How the aurified lead 
“have had the effect it appeared to have 
“sing there was no deception in the case) 
sond my power to explain. 
‘Jpext proceeded to perform the experiment 
fatreaking the fingers of the patient with wa- 
= Two wine glasses were half filled with 
Yanan water from a jug, and into each was 
it’ camel-hair pencil. Into the water in one 
athe doctor’s assistant put two of his fingers, 
© Aals0 breathed several times, as if to affect 
Seith some kind of influence. ‘To the water 
the other glass nothing was done. The girl 
“aton the chair in a deep magnetic sleep, with 
ar face shielded by the pasteboard. Using the 
‘aammon water, I now streaked the back of the 
SM Gest and third finger of her left hand, which 
i yas lying conveniently on her knee, and then 
waked the second and fourth with the mes- 
Vmerised water. I repeated the streakings three 
8 or four times. After an interval of a minute, 
SB snd while all anxiously looked on, the fingers 
mched with mesmerised water moved and 
outwards, but the other fingers conti- 
“goed fixed as they happened to lie. On touch- 
ing both thumbs with the mesmerised water, 
‘they shortly moved in the same manner. The 
“patient was recovered by the usual reans, 
[ vary with some difficulty, as the mesmerised 
water has, as I said, a very powerful effect. 
~ Both before and after this experiment I had, 
unperceived by Jane, waved my hand behind 
ber, and it uniformly and constantly fixed her 
‘into Yigidity. Other gentlemen present took 
‘fimilar opportunities of magnetising her by a 
of the hand, and always with the same re- 
ult, for the power seems to reside in any one. 
‘I need hardly say that this by-play caused ex- 
treme astonishment to every one who saw it 
: practised, and all confessed that they could not 
previously have the smallest conception of its 


OPH effects. Towards the conclusion of the pro- 


ceedings, a cockatoo was brought into the room, 
and when the girl rubbed it with her hand, the 
tame kind of stupor was produced in her per- 
‘gon; the lower animals, as well as mankind, be- 
ing’agents, as I was told, of this mysterious 
power. 

Before my departure, I took out my watch 
tnd held it towards her, as a person holds a 
watch before a child’s face to engage its atten- 
tion. I asked her to kiss the watch, and doing 

_&, the was instantly fixed in a stupor in a 
bending attitude: the gold, as was explained, 
had produced this effect. She recovered by my 
Mowing‘in her face. Again she became fixed 
ning hold of the chain; but on afterwards 
‘Missing the glass of the watch, she was not in 
ay way affected. I touched the back of her 
Deck with the gold side of the watch, and: it 
her; on touching her with the glass. 
0 effect, as before, was produced. 
Thow finish the account of this very strange 
tion; it will be perhaps asked by the 
, what is my opinion on the subject ; but 
. my inability to give one. My feelings 
are those of astonishment. I cannot believe that 


any decept 


ion was practised, although I possess 





no proof that there was not. Dr. Elliotson 
pledged his honour that there was no collusion; 
and as he is a man of education and fortune, 
above being acted upon by sordid or mean mo- 
tives, I cannot imagine that the phenomena 
which I have described occurred from any trick 
on his part. I, however, leave the reader to 
think for himself, and simply content myself 
with having given an account of certainly one 
of the most curious “sights” of London.— 
Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal. 


A French traveller, M. Dumas, gives, in a 


late publication, the following description of an|* 


Eastern bath. It is rather a severe ordeal for 
a novice, however delicious may be the subse- 
quent inebriated sensation :— 


“ Scarcely had I entered, when two strong 
men belonging to the bath laid hold of me, and 
in an instant I was stripped to the skin. One 
of them then passed a linen shawl around my 
waist, while the other fastened on my feet a pair 
of gigantic pattens, which at once made me a 
foot taller. ‘This mode of shoeing not only ren- 
dered flight impossible, but; by its clumsy ele- 
vation, destroyed my equilibrium; and I should 
inevitably have fallen, had not the two men sup- 
ported me on either side. I was fairly caught. 
We passed into another room; here the vapour 
and heat stifled me. I thought that my guides 
had mistaken the way, and got into an oven. I 
tried to shake them off, but my resistance was 
anticipated. Ina few moments I was astonished 
at perceiving that, as the perspiration poured 
from me, my lungs began to dilate, and my 
respiration returned. In this state I passed 
through five or six rooms, the heat of which 
increased so rapidly, that I began to believe 
that man had for five thousand years mistaken 
his proper element, and that his appropriate 
destiny was boiling or roasting. At last we 
came to the stove-room. There the fog was 
so dense, that I could not see two steps before 
me, and the heat so entirely insupportable that 
I partly fainted. I shut my eyes, and resigned 
myself to my guides. After leading, or rather 
carrying me a few steps further, they took off 
my girdle, unhooked my pattens, and extended 
me, half swooning, on something like a marble 
table in the middle of the apartment. . Here, 
again, I soon became accustomed to the infer- 
nal atmosphere. With my other senses, my 
sight revived ; and, despite the fog, I made out 
with tolerable accuracy the surrounding objects. 
My tormentors seemed to have forgotten me 
for a moment: they were busy at one side of 
the room. I lay in the centre of a large square 
saloon, incrusted, to the height of five or six 
feet, with variously-coloured marbles; a series 
of spouts threw out incessantly streams of steam- 
ing water, which, falling on the pavement be- 
acath, glided thence into four basins, like cal- 
drons, at the four corners of the room. On the 
surface of the water in these basins was an in- 
definite number of bald heads bobbing about, 
and expressing, by the most grotesque contor- 
tions of face, various degrees of felicity. This 
spectacle so occupied my attention, that | 
scarcely heeded the return of my masters. 
They came, however; one with a large wooden 
bowl of soap-suds, the other with a ball of fine 
flax. Suddenly one of the rascals inundated my 
face and neck with his suds; and the other, 
seizing me by the shoulder, rubbed most furi- 





ously my face and breast with his flax. This 
treatment and the pain induced by it were so 
perfectly intolerable, that all my powers of re- 
sistance and resentment waked at once. I bolt- 
ed upright, kicked my flaxen friend half across 
the room, and planted my fist in the face of 
soap-suds with such goed will, that he lay 
sprawling on the floor. ‘Then, knowing of no 
other remedy for the soap, (which was blister: 
ing my skin,) I boldly plunged into the larger 
basin. I had misjudged: the remedy was worse 
than the disease. Before, my face and neck 
were cauterised, now, my whole body was scald- 
ed: the water was boiling! I yelled with pain; 
sprang on and over my neighbours, who could 
not comprehend my case, and got out of the 
tub almost as rapidly as I got in. However, I 
was not rapid enough to escape the effect of the 
ablution: my body was as red asa lobster. I 
was stupified. I must be dreaming, or riding 
a night-mare! Yet there was no deception. 
Here, under my very eyes, were men stewing 
in a broth of which I had tried the temperature, 
who evidently took great delight in the opera- 
tion. What could it mean? My notions of 
pleasure and pain became confused: they could 
enjoy what to me was agony! I once more 
resolved to resign myself to fate. I doubted 
my own judgment. I distrusted my own senses. 
I determined, again, to submit to my tormentors. 
They came, having recovered from my assault. 
I followed them without resistance to another 
basin. They made signs to me to descend 
the steps: I obeyed. *.* From this I passed 
to another of a higher temperature, but*still 
supportable. I remained in it, as in the first, 
about three minutes. I then proceeded to the 
third, which was still some ten or twelve de- 
grees hotter; and, finally, reached the fourth, 
where I had commenced my hellish apprentice- 
ship. I approached it with the greatest repug- 
nance, but I had made up my mind to go through 
with my desperate adventure. I first dipped my 
toe in the water: it was hot, certainly, but not 
so scalding as before. I gradually immersed 
my whole body, and was surprised to find it 
endurable. * * My attendants now again 
took me in hand. They replaced the linen 
around my waist, bound a shawl on my head, 
and Jed me back through the rooms by which 
I had entered, (taking care to add to my cover- 
ing at each change of atmosphere,) until I arrived 
at the chamber where I was so unceremonious- 
ly stripped. Here I found a good carpet and 
pilews My turban and girdle were taken off ; 
was enveloped in a large woollen gown, laid 
down like an infant, and left alone. I had now 
an undefinable feeling of comfort. I was per- 
fectly happy ; yet so exhausted, that when the 
door was opened, half an hour after, I had not 
changed my position by the movement of a fin- 
ger ora muscle. The new comer was a sinewy 
well-set Arab. He approached my couch as if 
he had some business with me. I looked on 
him with a sort of dread very natural to a man 
who had passed such an ordeal as I have de- 
scribed ; but I was too weak to attempt to rise. 
He took. my left hand, cracked all its joints, 
and did the same to the right. After my hands, 
he administered upon my feet and knees; and, 
to finish the matter, he dexterously threw me 
into the position of a pigeon-to-be-broiled, and 
gave me the coup de grace by cracking the 
vertebra of my spine. I screamed with terror, 
thinking my back-bone was broken to a cer- 
tainty. My masseur then kneaded my arms, 
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legs and thighs for a quarter of an hour, and 
me. I was weaker than ever; my joints 
all pained me, and I had not strength sufficient 
to cover myself with the carpet. A servant 
now brought me coffee, pastiles, and a pipe, and 
left me to intoxicate myself with perfume and 
tobacco. I passed half an hour in a drowsy 
state, lost in the vagaries of a delicious inebria- 
tion, experiencing a feeling of happiness before 
unknown, and entertaining a supreme indiffer- 
ence to every (absent) earthly thing. I was 
awakened from this by a barber, who shaved 
me, and combed my whiskers and moustaches. 
Next my Arab returned, to whom I made signs 
that I wished to depart. He brought me my 
_ clothes, assisted me in my toilet, and led me to 
the chamber opening on the vestibule, where I 
found my cloak. The cost of this entertain- 
ment, which lasted three hours, was a piastre 
and a half, or eleven sous of our money.” 


Is not the following picture, from the London 

Spectator, so strong a likeness as to make one 

, believe one of our own cities was the scene? 
only for 7 to 15 read 24 to 36! 


“ Although the scarcity of money has been 
such, that last week from 7 to 15 per cent. in- 
terest was given for temporary loans on un- 
doubted security, the 4th of this month, being 
the day on which the principal mercantile bills 
are to be paid, passed away without the crash 

_ which many apprehended. Engagements were 
promptly met, and confidence in some degree 
' restored. 

_ Men of capital will not risk it in trade. 
Extensive commercial operations are unsafe. 
The customary banking accommodation may 
at any time be denied or curtailed. Nobody 
can tell when or where the ‘screw’ may be 
applied. So the word in the city is, ‘ Least 
done, best done,’—a gloomy saying for those 
whose comfort, if not subsistence, depends upon 
the active circulation of capital.” 


NO is a very useful word—be not afraid to 
use it. Many a man has pined in misery for 
many years by not having courage to pro- 
nounce that little monosyllable. 


When the intellect is employed upon low 
objects, man becomes habitually degraded, and 
loses all taste for things that are not visible 
and tangible. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MERICAN MEDICAL LIBRARY AND IN. 

TELLIGENCER, a concentrated record of Medical 
Science and Literature. Edited by Robley Dunglison, 
M. D., M. A. P. S., &c. &c. Published semi-monthly by 
Adam Waldie, No. 46 Carpenter street, Philadelphia. 
Subscription price $10 per annum. 





EW LAW BOOK.—The subscriber has just pub- 

lished, in three hansome octavo volumes, a * Di- 
gest of the Laws respecting Real Property generally 
adopted and in use in the United States; embracing, 
more especially, the Law of Real Property in Virginia. 
By Joun Tayiore Lomax, one of the Judges of the Gene- 
ral Court, and formerly Professor of Law in the Uni- 


versity of Virginia.” 
JOHN S. LITTELL. 
Law-Bookseller, No. 23, Minor Street, Philadelphia. 


NNUALS FOR 1840. Published by Henry F. 
Anners, 148 Chestnut street, Philadelphia: — 

THE GEM, an Annual for 1840, with seven splendid 

steel engravings, as follows— 

Helen, The Waltz, 

The Gondola, Just Eighteen, 

The Plume, Invalid Fishermen, 

The Harvesters. 

The literary contributions by Mrs. L. H. Sigourney, 
Mrs. Caroline Gilman, Mrs. Anna Bache, Mrs. A. M. 
Wells, Mrs. Mary Hughes, Miss C. H. Waterman, Miss 
M. E. Lee, Miss Agnes Strickland, Rev. Dr. Styles, 
James Nack, &c. &c. Bound in richly embossed Mo. 
rocco, gilt edges, and Turkey Morocco, super extra, 
16mo; 280 pages. 

THE PEARL, or AFFECTION’S GIFT, for 1810. 
This popular juvenile annual, after having been stopped 
for a period of two years, is again brought out, in a styie 
far surpassing any of its former volucnes, embellished 
with six fine steel plates, as follows— 

Brother and Sister, Pretty Pull, 

The Pet Rabbit, Childhoud’s Sunny Hour, 

The Little Nurse, Sunday Morning. 

The literary contributions by Miss Sedgwick, Mrs. Mary 
Hughes, Mrs. C. Gilman, Mrs. L. H. Sigourney, Miss M. 
E. Lee, Miss C. H. Waterman, James Nack, &c, &c. 
Bound in fine embossed Morocco, gilt edges, 16mo; 222 
ages. 

, Also for sale the following annuals :— 

The Gift, for 1840. 

The Literary Souvenir, do. 

The Violet, do. 

The Christian Keepsake, do. 

The Religious Offering, do. 

The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, do. 

The Youth’s Keepsake, do. 





type received at this office for the following 
Standard Family Work:—* A Genera! Biographical 
Dictionary, comprising a summary account of the most 
distinguished persons of all Ages, Nations, and Profes- 
sions; including more than One Thousand Articles of 
American Biography. By the Rev. J. L. Blake, D. D., 
author of the Family Encyclopedia of Useful Knowledge 
and General Literature. Published by A. V. Blake, 38 
Gold street, New York. 1839.” 

This work is purticularly designed for family use; 
but is well calculated fer reference in the library of the 
professional gentleman. The present edition contains 
about two hundred articles not heretofore inserted— 
mostly of persons recently deceased, so that there is a 
freshness in it not found in any other production. 

ANALYSIS OF THE WORK. 

First.—It is printed on fine white paper, and is well 
bound. The volume centains about eleven hundred 
pages, and ten thousand articles, of which more than 
one thousand are of American Biography. 

Second.—The matter in this work would make at least 
sixteen-common sized 12mo volumes, that usually sell for 
a dollar each; and it will hence be perceived that the 
cost of cach article is only half a mill—or twenty arti- 
cles for one cent. 

Third.—The articles relate to persons of all ages, na 
tiors, and professions—to princes, magistrates, and war- 
riors—to merchants, artists, and authors—to physicians, 
lawyers, and clergymen. 

Fourth.—Between two and three hundred of them re- 
late to the deceased governors of the American provinces, 
states, and territories; ebout one hundred to deceased 
members of congress; about one hundred to deceased 
presidents and professors of American colleges; and the 
rest to distinguished individuals in the several stations 
of society, principally to clergymen. 

Fifth.—In the class of clergymen will be found catho- 
lies and prutestants—episcopalians and presbyterians— 
congregationalists and baptists—methodists, and every 
other denomination of professed Christians, so far as dis- 
tinguished individuals could be fqund. 

Sizth—While, on the one hand, there has been no dis- 
position to conceal the deformities of character which per- 
tain to certain persons prominent in public estimation, 
it has generally been esteemed proper to draw informa. 
tion respecting them from their friends rather than their 
enemies. 

Seventh.—In one portion of the volume are about fifty 
pages of American tabular biography}; consisting, among 
other matters, of a list of the governors of the various 
North American colonies and states, from the first set- 
tlement of the country to the present time ; a list of the 
members of the old congress; a list of all executive offi- 





cers of the federal government; a list of ministers and} 


agents from the federal government to other eg: 
a list of senators from the formation of the feder 
vernment ; a list of the judges of the ae 
and a list of remarkable instances of American le: 





ERCANTILE LIBRARY L 
Course of Lectures before the M. 
Association will be commenced on Friday evening 
vember Ist, 1839, in the saloon of the Musical Fi 
The introductory, by the Hon. John 
lowed on every succeeding Friday by one of 
ing named gentlemen :— . : 
Hon. Sam. L. Southard, 
Wm. M. Meredith, Esq., 
Professor Vethake, 
Hon. Judge Conrad, 
Rev. John Coleman, 
David Paul Brown, Esq., 
James S. Smith, Esq., G. Emerson, M. D, 
H. McMurtrie, M. D., Hon. Caleb Cushing,” * 
William L. Stone, Esq, 
Ladies’ tickets for the course, 
Members’ do. do. do. 20. 
Non-members’ do. do. 4 m4 
Tickets for a single lecture, 5 
May now be had of the treasurer, 159 Market 
of the librarian at the room; of Henry Perkins, 
the United States Bank; of Carey & Hart; or 5G 
at the Merchants’ Exchange. 
Tuomas P. Cop, P 
R. Rundle Smith, Secretary. 


Joseph R. Chandler. Ee 
Rev. Thomas H. Stocks 
Samuel Rush, Esq, 
Rev. Albert Ba : 
Job R. Tyson, q 
Morton M‘Michael. Be. 


-_& 


$1 





THENIAN INSTITUTE LECTURES, 
Course of Lectures before the Athenian Institale 
be commenced on Tuesday evening, November 5th,! 
in the saioon of the Musical Fund. The 
tlemen have accepted invitations to lecture; dugg 
of their respectlve evenings will be given in the y 
papers :— } 
Rev. Dr. Ludlow, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Esq., 
John M. Read, Esq., 
Dr. John K. Mitchell, 
Professor Henry Reed, 
Professor A. D. Bache, 
Dr. R. M. Patterson, 
B. Gerhard, Esq., 


ollo 


Rev. Mr. Todd, 
Dr. C. D. Meigs, 
Dr. Bethune, 
ohn K. Kane, n 
Dr. John Bell, ~ BS 
Wm. B. Reed, Esq, 
og Hare, Jr., Esq. 
Dr. Robley Danglison, 
Judge Hopkinson. $ 
Ladies’ tickets for the whole course, $1 @ 
Gentleman’s tickets for do. do. 40 
Tickets for a single lecture 
May now be had of the treasurer, at the Philade 
Library; of Joseph Sill, No. 185 Chestnut street; 
Henry Perkins, adjoining the United States Bank. 
Josera Hopkinson, P. 
N. Sargent, Secretary. 
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Petterson Mievical Colleg 


PHILADELPHIA. a. 
SESSION OF 1839-40. ee. 
The regular lectures will commence on the first } 
of November. 4 
The following are the professors in the order of] 
appointment :— " 
1. Jaccs Green, M. D., Professor of Chemistryy, 
2. Granvitte S. Patrison, M. D., Professor ol 
tomy. . 
3. Joun Revert, M. D., Professor of the Pri 
and Practice of Medicine. a 
4. Rostey Dunauison, M. D., Professor of 
of Medicine and Materia Medica. Be 
5. Rosert M. Houston, M. D., Professor of Obsié 
and Diseases of Women and Childrer. 
6. Joszrn Pancoast, M. D., Professor of the 
and Practice of Surgery. a 
On and after the first of October the dissecting# 
will be kept open, and the Professor of Anato 
give his personal attendance thereto. octure 
likewise be delivered regularly during the monti¢ 
rious branches, and opportunities fur clinical ins@ 
will be afforded at the Philadelphia Hospital und 
Professor of Institutes of Medicine; and at & 
pensary of the college under the Professors of & 
and of Surgery. 
Fee for each 
dollars. 
Graduation fee thirt 
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professor for the whole course® 


dollars. : 
JONIN REVERE, M. D...; 
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Dean of the F 





